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u Body. Then with a green Stick, which he had in 
“ his Hand, about a Foot an half long, the Bark be- 
i( ing newly peel’d off, urged and provoked the Head, 
“ ’dll it bit the Stick in fury feveral times. Upon this 
u the Colonel obferved fmall green Streaks to rife up 
« along the Stick towards his Hand. He threw the 
“ Stick upon the Ground, and in a quarter of an 
“ Hour, the Stick of its own accord fplit into feve- 
“ ral Pieces, and fell afunder from end to end. This 
“ Account I had from him again at the Writing 
« hereof.” [Beverley* s Hiftory of Virginia, from 
pag. 260, to 2,67.] 

Father Labat likewife tells us (in his Nouveau 
Voyage aux Ifles de T Amerique , Tom. IV. pag. 96, 
and 106. Ed.' Paris, 1712. in 8°.) that Serpents, 
when they bite their Prey, retire, to avoid being 
hurt by them \ and when dead, cover them with 
their Spittle, extend their Feet along their Sides and 
Tails, if Quadrupeds, and then fwallow them. 


1L Tart of a Letter from Dr. Richardfon, 
E % S. to Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. Trefident 
of the Royal Society, and Colleg. Phylic. 
concerning the Squilla aquae dulcis. 

I Have met with very little of late in Natural Hi¬ 
ftory worth mentioning to you. One Thing I 
cannot omit, which I do not remember is taken no¬ 
tice of by any Naturalift ; that is, the great Deftru- 
£don that is made amongft the fmall Fry of Fifh by 
the Squilla aqua dulcis , which abound in moft 
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{landing Waters. In a finall breeding Pond nigh my 
Houfe, where I had formerly plenty of finall Carp 
and Tench every Year, and of late fcarce any young 
Breed to be met with, my Gardener not long ago 
obferVed one of the SquillA, with a Carp in its 
Mouth almoft as large as itfelf; and has ftnce obfer- 
ved thefe Infeds hunting araengft the Weeds, and vi- 
goroufly purfuingthe finall Fry. I order’d the Gar¬ 
dener to catch fome of thefe Infects, and bring them 
home alive, with fome of thefmalleft Fifh he could 
meet with. We put them together in a large Bafon 
of Water. The Xnfeds were fo rapacious, that they 
fell upon the Filh immediately, and deftroy’d feveral 
in my Sight and before Morning had devoured all 
that were in the Bafon. 

Nortb-Bierley, 

Sept. 5, 1733. 

Richard Richardson. 
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